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When I was elected in 2003 I gathered residents 
from throughout Distr ict 9 in Denver  and asked 
them what they wanted and needed for  their  
neighborhoods. 

The ?Mi Casa Es Su Casa? caucus (my house is 
your  house) r esulted in hundreds of yel low  
sticky notes pasted on the large distr ict map.

I consider  Distr ict 9 the hear t of the ci ty, and i t?s 
been my home for  most of my l i fe. The distr ict?s 
ar ter ies ? the neighborhoods ? not only have 
vast cultural diver si ty but vast economic 
diver si ty. 

Distr ict 9 is home to r esidents who l ive in 
high-end lofts, public housing and homeless 
shelter s. 

I  always viewed diver si ty as a source of pr ide 
that should be embraced and maintained. People of al l  cultural and economic means should be able to 
l ive together  in harmony.

With that goal in mind, I  got to work on the largest ?to-do? l ist of my poli tical career  that spanned 
three terms.  This newsletter  detai ls the projects that were checked off  that l ist dur ing my 12 years in 
off ice.  I t not only holds me accountable to the Baker  r esidents but includes the work that sti l l  needs to 
be accomplished by my successors.

-  Counci lwom an Monter o had a 98 
per cent  at tendance r ecor d dur ing her  
12-year  ter m . She at tended 573 Monday 
n ight  Counci l  m eet ings out  of  586 total  
m eet ings. 

Baker

JUDY H. MONTERO

QUICK FACTS:

  A   l et t er    f r om :

  COUNCILWOMAN

Denver
Neighbor hood

Spot l ight

-  Counci lwom an Monter o chai r ed thr ee di f fer ent  
Counci l  Com m i t tees dur ing her  12-year  ter m : 
Tr ansi t -Or iented Planning 2004-2005, FasTr acks 
2005-2010, and the Nat ional  Wester n Stock  Show 
2011-2014.

-  Counci lwom an Judy Monter o was elected Denver  
Ci t y Counci l  Pr esident  Pr o-Tem  on Ju ly 21, 2014.

2014 | Bak er  r esi den ts Ri char d  Par k er  (L) an d  M athew  W asser bu r ger  

(R) w el com e v i si tor s to the h i stor i c d i st r i ct  du r i n g thei r  an n ual  i ce 

cr eam  soci al .
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Neighbor hood
Denver District 9 Legacy Project 

Judy H. Montero|  2003 - 2015



The hundreds of sticky notes 
felt over whelming at f i r st but 
I  had some amazing mentor s 
who prepared me to the 
meet the challenge. I  was 

pr ivi leged to know  Sal 
Carpio, the distr ict?s f i r st 

Latino counci lman who ser ved 
from 1975 to 1987. I  met Sal?s aide, Debbie 
Or tega, and helped her  get elected in 1987. 
Debbie ser ved the distr ict unti l  2003 and I 
worked as her  aide unti l  1997. 

Mayor  Well ington Webb appointed me in 1997 as 
the Public Information Off icer  for  the Parks and 
Recreation Depar tment and to ser ve as a counci l  
l iaison. 

My previous work w ith the Chicano Education 
Project and Denver  Employment Training 
Organization in the 1970s and 1980s al lowed me 
to meet future Mayor  Feder ico Pena and poli tical 
activists Paul Sandoval and Rich Castro.

These strong individuals taught me to never  back 
dow n and to seek ways to f ind solutions. When I 
was told a problem couldn't be r esolved, I  
r emembered those lessons from my mentor s and 
didn't accept no for  an answer. 
In 2012, I  fought a good f ight to keep the 

character  of Distr ict 9 in tact 
when the ci ty faced 
redistr icting. Ever y 10 
years, the ci ty must r edraw  
i ts distr ict boundar ies 
based on the U.S. Census 
data. The goal is to have 
approximately 54,560 residents 
in each of the ci ty?s 11 distr icts.

The counci l  distr icts needed to be r edraw n 
because the neighborhoods in the far  nor theast 
corner  of the ci ty grew  more than other  par ts of 
the ci ty. My argument was that combining 
neighborhoods w ith other  distr icts would impact 
histor ic r epresentation and for  the f i r st time in 40 
years there would not be a Latino r epresentative 
for  Distr ict 9 ? despite the large Latino 
population.

We debated the issue and had public meetings 
but the major i ty of the counci l  voted for  new  
boundar ies. That means the Baker  neighborhood 
w i l l  be rol led into Distr ict 7 after  the May 2015 
municipal election. 

No matter  who is elected on the counci l , the best 
advocates for  Baker  are the neighbors. I  tr ust the 
strong Baker  Histor ic Neighborhood Association 
w i l l  continue to keep watch and protect the 
interests of this unique area of Denver.

a 
good 
f ight

t he 
power   of  
ment or s
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2003 | L to R: Lon gt i m e Bak er  r esi den ts Pete Can del ar i a an d   

M i chael  Thor n ton  w i th  Coun ci l w om an  M on ter o at  a 

n ei ghbor hood  m eet i n g. 

40 year s of  el ected  Lat i n o l eader sh i p  i n  Di st r i ct  9  | L to R: Judy M on ter o 
(2003-2015), Sal  Car p i o (1975-1987) an d  Debbi e Or tega (1987-2003).

Baker       |      Baker   hist or ic  Dist r ict
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Municipal  Cal endar
July 20may 5

Municipal  Gener al  Elect i on Day
-Polls open at 7 a.m., close at 7 p.m. 
24-Hour  Ballot Drop Boxes close at 7 p.m.

Inaugur al  Swear ing i n  Cer em ony of  
Denver  Elected Of f i ci al s
Mayor, Ci ty counci lmembers, Clerk & Recorder  and Auditor

COUNCIL DISTRICT  9  MAPS  

CURRENT  D9  MAP

FUTURE  D9  MAP
EFFECTIVE  MAY 5, 2015

Ever y 10 year s, the ci t y 
m ust  r edr aw  i t s di st r i ct  
boundar ies based on the 

U.S. Census data. The goal  
i s to have appr ox im ately 

54,560 r esidents i n  each of  
the ci t y?s 11 di st r i ct s.
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS
2003 -  2015

2012 | Sen i or  Bu r r i tos M ur al  by Bi m m er  Tor r es spon sor ed  by 

Coun ci l w om an  M on ter o th r ough Ur ban  Ar ts Fun d . 

Cour tsey: Baker  H istor ic N eighbor hood Association 

-  Fl or es  Par k  -
We worked w ith the Parks and Recreation Depar tment to r eplace 
the playground in Flores Park. Other  improvements at the park 
included new  benches and picnic tables.

-  Gr af f it i  Removal   -
Worked w ith ci ty depar tments to r espond quickly to r emoval of graff i ti  in r esidential and business areas.

-  Baker   Ar ea  St r eet   Pav ing  -
We worked w ith the Public Works Depar tment to make sure 
Baker?s str eet paving needs were addressed, including the busy 
ar ter ial Broadway.

-  Baker / Br oadway  Par king  St udy  and  
Ar ea  Pl an  -

Due to the high amount of complaints and outdated 
parking r egulations in the Baker /Broadway area I 
asked Public Works to do a parking study of the 
neighborhood and star t r ecommendations to address 
the parking issues. Working together  w ith Public 
Works Parking Planning, the Baker  Histor ic 
Neighborhood Association and area merchants we 
examined di f ferent options and created an innovative 
area parking plan that is the f i r st of i ts kind in the ci ty. 
After  a year  of col lecting feedback and adjusting the 
plan, i t w i l l  be implemented in summer  2015. 

Baker       |      Baker   hist or ic  Dist r ict

?Councilwoman Montero?s deep roots in the Denver community fill our hearts so big with pride, 
and we are all taller in spirit and finer in action because of her commitment to District 9, the city of 
Denver and state of Colorado."

- Elbr a Wedgewor th
For m er  Denver  Counci lwom an &  
Pr esident  of  the Denver  Union Stat i on Pr oject  Author i t y Boar d of  Di r ector s4

LEFT: 2003  | El br a 

W edgew or th  (L) 

an d  Judy (R) at  her  

v i ctor y par ty. The 

tw o have been  

col l eagues for  20 

year s.

RIGH T: 2003 | 

Coun ci l w om an  

M on ter o (L) an d  

Pam  Br ow n  (R) 

at ten d  a m eet i n g i n  

Bak er .



-  Impl ement   t he  Par king  Pl an  -

ONGOING  &  FUTURE  PROJECTS

Suppor t neighborhood and merchants to develop 
and examine best options for  parking throughout 
the neighborhood, including Broadway.

5

2013 | D9 staf f  at ten d i n g M ayor  M i chael  H an cock 's State of  the Ci ty. 

L to R: Coun ci l w om an  M on ter o al on g w i th  her  coun ci l  ai des 

Am an da San doval , Ben jam i n  Rol dan  an d  Nol a M i guel .

2010
NEWSED Com m uni ty Developm ent  Cor por at i on 
&  Santa Fe Dr ive Redevelopm ent  Cor por at i on
Celebrate Culture Civi l  Rights Award 

2010

Gi r l  Scouts of  Color ado 
Women of Distinction Award

Spi r i t  of  Tlatelol co 
Li fetime Achievement Award Award 

2012

2013

2013

Univer si t y of  Denver  
Rober t L. Hawkins Social Work Achievement Award 

Denver  Publ i c Libr ar y 
Cesar  Chavez Leadership Hall  Of Fame Award

Hispanic Cont r actor s of  Color ado 
Public Achievement Award

Youth on Recor d  Community Rock Star  
Annual Real Rock Star s Awards Gala

2014

awar ds
?Judy and her staff have been wonderful 
to work with. They are always responsive 
and sensitive to neighborhood concerns.?

- Luchia Br own 
Pr esident  of  the 
Baker  Histor i c Neighbor hood Associat i on

RECOLLECTION 2010

-  Al ameda  Light   Rail   Stat ion  -
Monitor  progress of development and impacts on 
area parking, tr aff ic and the area?s economy.

-  Suppor t   of   Br oadway  Mer chant s/  Economic  Gr owt h  al ong  Br oadway  -
Continue to suppor t merchants along the ar ter ial.

-  High  Demand  f or   Denver   Ur ban  Renewal   Emer gency  Home  r epair   f unds  -
Provide grants for  low -income residents to make needed repair s.

-  Neighbor hood  Inspect ions,  Light ing, 
and  Saf et y  -

Ensure r esidents feel safe and secure w ith 
adequate l ighting, zoning inspections and police 
enfor cement. 
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Spring 2015

Hello District 9 Resident,

Driven by my desire to give back to our community, I have worked compassionately, diligently and 
methodically for my constituents as your elected City Council representative for District 9 since 2003. 
As a proud Latina, I have stood by some of the most vulnerable communities in Denver with the core 
values of social equity, cultural relevancy and environmental justice. 

Working side by side with other City Council representatives and four Mayoral administrations 
(Hancock, Vidal, Hickenlooper and Webb), I have supported multi-use neighborhoods home to 
residents with diverse economic backgrounds. I embraced new transit-oriented development to better 
link the neighborhoods and cultivated long-lasting and crucial public/private partnerships.

It has been my honor to serve you these last 12 years. As I approach my term ending on July 20, 2015, 
I wanted to document some of the completed projects for your neighborhood and the work that still 
needs to be done when I am no longer your representative.

I want to thank you not only for our journey together, but also for taking time to read your 
neighborhood newsletter.

My staff and I celebrate the opportunity of being part of this adventure. We take pride that our hard 
work has improved our neighborhoods and we care deeply to leave a blueprint for our successors.

Thank you for the honor of electing me for three terms and be assured I will be working hard for you 
through July 20.

Sincerely,

Councilwoman Judy H. Montero, District 9
Denver City Council President Pro-Tem

CITY COUNCIL

Councilwoman Judy H. Montero
Denver City Council President Pro-Tem

City and County of Denver
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