
When I was elected in 2003 I gathered 
residents from throughout Distr ict 9 in 
Denver  and asked them what they wanted 
and needed for  their  neighborhoods. The ?Mi 
Casa Es Su Casa? caucus (my house is your  
house) r esulted in hundreds of yel low  sticky 
notes pasted on the large distr ict map.

I consider  Distr ict 9 the hear t of the ci ty, and 
i t?s been my home for  most of my l i fe. The 
distr ict?s ar ter ies ? the neighborhoods ? not 
only have vast cultural diver si ty but vast 
economic diver si ty. Distr ict 9 is home to 
r esidents who l ive in high-end lofts, public 
housing and homeless shelter s. 

I  always viewed diver si ty as a source of pr ide 
that should be embraced and maintained. People of al l  cultural and economic means should be able to 
l ive together  in harmony.

With that goal in mind, I  got to work on the largest ?to-do? l ist of my poli tical career  that spanned three 
terms. This newsletter  detai ls the projects that were checked off  that l ist dur ing my 12 years in off ice.  
I t not only holds me accountable to the La Alma/Lincoln Park r esidents but includes the work that sti l l  
needs to be accomplished by my successors.

DENVER 
Neighbor hood 

spot l ight

La ALMA/
Ar t s Dist r ict  on Santa Fe
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  A   l et t er    f r om :

  COUNCILWOMAN

Denver District 9 Legacy Project 
Judy H. Montero|  2003 - 2015

-  Counci lwom an Monter o had a 98 
per cent  at tendance r ecor d dur ing her  
12-year  ter m . She at tended 573 Monday 
n ight  Counci l  m eet ings out  of  586 total  
m eet ings. 

QUICK  FACTS: -  Counci lwom an Monter o chai r ed thr ee di f fer ent  
Counci l  Com m i t tees dur ing her  12-year  ter m : 
Tr ansi t -Or iented Planning 2004-2005, FasTr acks 
2005-2010, and the Nat ional  Wester n Stock  Show 
2011-2014.

-  Counci lwom an Judy Monter o was elected Denver  
Ci t y Counci l  Pr esident  Pr o-Tem  on Ju ly 21, 2014.

2014 | Jaguar  Leader sh i p  Cl ub coun sel or s an d  par t i ci pan ts i n  f r on t  of  the La Al m a 

Recr eat i on  Cen ter  m ur al  by Em an uel  M ar t i n ez com m i ssi on ed  i n  1978.

Lincol n Par k



The hundreds of sticky notes felt 
over whelming at f i r st but I  

had some amazing mentor s 
who prepared me to meet 
the challenge. 

I  was pr ivi leged to know  
Sal Carpio, the distr ict?s f i r st 

Latino counci lman who ser ved 
from 1975 to 1987. I  met Sal?s aide, Debbie 
Or tega, and helped her  get elected in 1987. 
Debbie ser ved the distr ict unti l  2003 and I 
worked as her  aide unti l  1997. 

Mayor  Well ington Webb appointed me in 1997 as 
the Public Information Off icer  for  the Parks and 
Recreation Depar tment and to ser ve as a counci l  
l iaison. 

My previous work w ith the Chicano Education 
Project and Denver  Employment Training 
Organization in the 1970s and 1980s al lowed me 
to meet future Mayor  Feder ico Pena and poli tical 
activists Paul Sandoval and Rich Castro.

These strong individuals taught me to never  back 
dow n and to seek ways to f ind solutions. When I 
was told a problem couldn't be r esolved, I  
r emembered those lessons from my mentor s and 
didn't accept no for  an answer. 

In 2012, I  fought a good f ight to keep the 

character  of Distr ict 9 in tact when the ci ty faced 
redistr icting. Ever y 10 years, 

the ci ty must r edraw  i ts 
distr ict boundar ies based 
on the U.S. Census data. 
The goal is to have 
approximately 54,560 

residents in each of the ci ty?s 
11 distr icts.

The counci l  distr icts needed to be r edraw n 
because the neighborhoods in the far  nor theast 
corner  of the ci ty grew  more than other  par ts of 
the ci ty. My argument was that combining 
neighborhoods w ith other  distr icts would impact 
histor ic r epresentation and for  the f i r st time in 40 
years there would not be a Latino r epresentative 
for  Distr ict 9 ? despite the large Latino 
population.

We debated the issue and had public meetings 
but the major i ty of the counci l  voted for  new  
boundar ies. That means La Alma/Lincoln Park 
and the Ar ts Distr ict on Santa Fe w i l l  be rol led 
into Distr ict 3 after  the May 2015 municipal 
election. 

No matter  who is elected on the counci l , the best 
advocates for  La Alma/Lincoln Park and the ar ts 
distr ict are the neighbors. I  tr ust these neighbors 
w i l l  continue to keep watch and protect the 
interests of this unique area of Denver.

t he 
power   of  
ment or s

a 
good 
f ight

40 year s of  el ected  Lat i n o l eader sh i p  i n  Di st r i ct  9  | L to R: Judy M on ter o 
(2003-2015), Sal  Car p i o (1975-1987) an d  Debbi e Or tega (1987-2003).

2013 | NEW SED CEO Ver on i ca Bar el a (L) an d  Coun ci l w om an  M on ter o 
(R) at ten d  the gr oun dbr eak i n g of  M etr o State Un i ver si ty 's n ew  
ath l et i c f i el ds.
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Municipal  Cal endar
July 20may 5

Municipal  Gener al  Elect i on Day
-Polls open at 7 a.m., close at 7 p.m. 
24-Hour  Ballot Drop Boxes close at 7 p.m.

Inaugur al  Swear ing i n  Cer em ony of  
Denver  Elected Of f i ci al s
Mayor, Ci ty counci lmembers, Clerk & Recorder  and Auditor

COUNCIL DISTRICT  9  MAPS  

CURRENT  D9  MAP

FUTURE  D9  MAP
EFFECTIVE  MAY 5, 2015

Ever y 10 year s, the ci t y 
m ust  r edr aw  i t s di st r i ct  
boundar ies based on the 

U.S. Census data. The goal  
i s to have appr ox im ately 

54,560 r esidents i n  each of  
the ci t y?s 11 di st r i ct s.
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS
2003 -  2015

-  For ged  Pol it ical   Al l iance  -
Understanding the poli tical histor y of the 
neighborhood, I  r eached out to longtime poli tical 
activist Veronica Barela, president and CEO of 
NEWSED, a non-prof i t organization that has 
worked w ith disadvantaged neighborhoods since 
1973 for  economic r evi tal ization, home 
ow nership and showcasing the Chicano and 
Latino cultural inf luences. I  knew  that i f  
Veronica and I worked as a team we could make 
things happen. 
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-  La Al ma/ Lincol n  Par k  Neighbor hood  Pl an,  
10t h  and  Osage  Stat ion  Ar ea  Pl an  -

Working w ith Barela, neighbors and the Denver  Housing 
Author i ty we created r evi tal ization plans for  the area. 
These plans were shovel-r eady when the federal 
government had stimulus money to invest in public 
housing plans. Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
provided $3 mi l l ion to DHA to star t the planning process.

-  Mar iposa  Pr oj ect   and  Sout h  Lincol n  
Redevel opment   -

Our  shovel-r eady plans also lead to the $200 mi l l ion 
Mar iposa project, a pr ivate-public par tner ship between 
DHA, pr ivate banks and developers seeking tax credi ts 
for  enti ties making investments in public projects. The 
project included demolishing 278 public housing uni ts 
and replacing them w ith 900 new  units for  r esidents of 
mixed economic means, including subsidized housing 
for  senior s. The project has workfor ce oppor tuni ties, 
including the Osage Café and Ar ts Str eet to tr ain youths 
for  cul inar y and creative pursui ts. Additionally, Youth 
Media Studio works w ith music educator s through DHA 
and local hip-hop bands.

-  Heal t h  Impact   Assessment   (HIA)  f or   t he  
Sout h  Lincol n  Homes  neighbor hood  -

Denver  Housing Author i ty produced an HIA in 
September  2009. The conclusions and 
recommendations in the HIA document helped 
guide the master  planning effor ts for  South Lincoln 
and i t was used as a r eference for  the La 
Alma/Lincoln Park Neighborhood Plan. The HIA 
examined the inf luences and solutions to public 
health that can be affected by home design, urban 
form, layout and ar chi tecture of bui ldings, 
provision of ser vices and economic oppor tuni ties.

-  Fought   Pl ans  t o  sel l   La  Al ma  Recr eat ion  
Cent er   and  Byer s  Libr ar y  -

When the ci ty was undergoing tough economic 
times in 2009, the administr ation wanted to sel l  
La Alma Recreation Center  and Byers Librar y, 
bui l t in 1918 and par t of the Carnegie l ibrar y 
project. I  fought hard to maintain both ci ty 
histor ic landmarks for  the neighborhood. Our  
working poor  neighborhoods must have access to 
r ecreation and books.

2010 | L to R: Coun ci l w om an  M on ter o, con st i tuen t  Juan i ta Vi gi l  an d  
U.S. Repr esen tat i ve Di an a Deget te (CO 1) at ten d  the gr oun dbr eak i n g 
for  the M ar i posa pr oject .

?Judy and I have become good friends and she is amazing to work with. Whenever 
issues emerged in the community Judy always included me. She has a great 
reputation throughout the community.?

-Ver onica Bar ela
Pr esident  and CEO of  NEWSED

Cour tsey: Denver  H ousing Author ity



-  Saved  t he  Neighbor hood  House  -
The 1927 histor ic landmark was set for  
demoli tion but I  helped residents f ight to keep i t. 
The ci ty r enovated the bui lding that now  houses 
The Br idge Project after  school programs. With 
the assistance of bond money a public ar t piece 
was commissioned by ar tist Andrea Moore. She 
col laborated w ith youth who attended summer  
and after  school programs hosted by The Br idge 
Project. She guided students through w r i ting 
exercises and helped them develop poems 
ref lecting their  histor y, identi ty, and passions. 
She adapted the students? r esponses into a 
w r i tten and visual instal lation celebrating their  
authentic points of view.

ot her   accompl ishment s

?I found Judy to be a dogged supporter of these neighborhoods and, given 
the tough job of balancing all the competing voices and expectations, 
that she managed to be fair, consistent, and put the long-term ?health? of 
these neighborhoods first.?

-Li sa Bar dwel l
Pr esident  of  Ear th  For ce
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-  Adopt ing  of f icial   name  of   Lincol n  Par k  t o  
La  Al ma/ Lincol n  Par k  -

La Alma, meaning ?the soul or  spir i t? r ef lects the culture 
of the neighborhood and the histor ic role the 
neighborhood park played in advocating for  social 
justice issues.

-  Suppor t   of   t he  Ar t s  Dist r ict   on  Santa  Fe  -
The neighborhood is home to the Ar ts Distr ict 
on Santa Fe, which has more than 40 galler ies, 
shops and restaurants. Highlights include the 
Su Teatro Cultural and Per forming Ar ts Center  
and the Museo de las Amer icas, which exhibi ts 
Latino ar t from Central and South Amer ica. 
Provided strong suppor t for  Fir st Fr iday Ar t 
Walks w ith tenants along Santa Fe Dr ive.

-  Nat ional   Recognit ion  f or   La  Al ma/ Lincol n  Par k  -
In 2014 the La Alma/Lincoln Park neighborhood was 
named one of the ?Great Places in Amer ica? to l ive by the 
Amer ican Planning Association (APA). The neighborhood 
was chosen because of ?i ts unique and authentic 
character istics" ? many of which have evolved from years 
of thoughtful, del iberate planning and preser vation by 
r esidents, community leaders and ci ty planners.

-  Pl aygr ound  Updat e  -
A f i tness zone was instal led 
near  the chi ldren?s playground 
to promote an active and 
healthy l i festyle. 

-  La  Al ma  Swimming  Pool   -
Constructed w ith bond 
money approved by voter s.

-  Cr eat ion  of   Bike  Lane  on  13t h  St r eet   -
Advocated for  bike/pedestr ian path connection to the Sun Valley Neighborhood.

2013 | Coun ci l w om an  M on ter o (C) w i th  com m un i ty  an d  staf f  m em ber s at  
the com m i t tee m eet i n g to for m al l y  adopt  La Al m a/Li n col n  Par k  n am e.

-  Jaguar   Leader ship  Cl ub  -
Worked w ith Metro State Univer si ty, Ar ts and Venues and Parks and Recreation to help fund a youth 
leadership development club dur ing the summer  at nearby Rude Park when the new  sw imming pool was 
under  constr uction. The club continues to be active at the La Alma Recreation Center.  



-  Rol l - Out   Tr ash  Bar r el s  -
Advocated for  rol l-out tr ash bar rels for  ever y 
household to r eplace Dumpster s and help 
combat i l legal dumping.

ONGOING  &  FUTURE  PROJECTS
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2012 | Coun ci l w om an  M on ter o (bot tom  l ef t ) an d  n ei ghbor hood  
r esi den ts par t i ci pate i n  a bi k e r i de al on g the Sou th  Pl at te Ri ver  to 
suppor t  the B-Cycl e bi k e shar e pr gr am . 
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-  Gr af f it i  Removal   and  Il l egal   Dumping  in  Al l eys  -
To ensure the community that the neighborhood is clean 
and safe the ci ty needs to continue w ith a no tolerance 
policy for  i l legal graff i ti  and i l legal dumping in al leys.

-  Tr af f ic  Enf or cement   -
Continued tr aff ic enfor cement and studies to 
ensure safety for  pedestr ians and bicycl ists 
along Mar iposa.

-  St or m  Wat er   Basin  at   10t h  &  Osage  -
Provide natural vegetative solutions for  basin 
and drainage. 

-  Quiet   Zone  -
Work to f ind a way to provide a quiet 
environment next to tr ain tr acks. 

-  High  Demand  f or   Denver   Ur ban  Renewal   
Emer gency  Home  r epair   f unds  -

Provide r esources for  low -income residents to 
make necessar y home repair s. 

-  Par king  Issues  al ong  Santa  Fe  -
Work w ith businesses and neighbors to 
f ind solutions to parking issues.

2013 | M ayor  M i chael  H an cock  (L) an d  Coun ci l w om an  Judy M on ter o (R)  
en joy i n g a n ei ghbor hood  tou r  usi n g the B-Cycl e bi k e shar e pr ogr am  
l ocated  at  10th  Aven ue an d  Osage.

-  La  Al ma/ Lincol n  Par k  -
Create a long-term master  plan for  the 
neighborhood.

?Councilwoman Montero?s deep roots in the Denver community fill our hearts so big with 
pride, and we are all taller in spirit and finer in action because of her commitment to 
District 9, the city of Denver and state of Colorado."

-Elbr a Wedgewor th
For m er  Denver  Counci lwom an &  
Pr esident  of  the Denver  Union Stat i on Pr oject  Author i t y Boar d of  Di r ector s

Cour tsey: Denver  H ousing Author ity



Ju l y 2011 | L to R: Coun ci l w om an  Judy M on ter o, at  the sw ear i n g 

i n  for  her  cu r r en t  ter m , w i th  Coun ci l m an  Al bus Br ook s an d  

Judge Rober t  H yat t .

-  Counci lwom an Monter o ser ved under  seven 
di f fer ent  Counci l  Pr esidents dur ing her  12-year  ter m : 
Elbr a Wedgewor th, Rosem ar y Rodr iguez, Michael  
Hancock , Jeanne Robb, Chr i s Nevi t t , Mar y Beth 
Susm an and cur r ent  Pr esident  Chr i stopher  Her ndon. 

MORE  FACTS:
-  Counci lwom an Monter o was v i ce chai r  of  
si x  di f fer ent  Counci l  Com m i t tees dur ing her  
12-year  ter m : Bluepr int  Denver  2004-2005, 
Youth &  Com m uni ty Ser v i ces 2005-2006, 
Publ i c Am eni t i es 2006-2007, Neighbor hood, 
Com m uni ty &  Business Revi tal i zat i on 
2008-2009, Land Use, Tr anspor tat i on &  
In f r ast r uctur e 2010-2014 and Neighbor hoods 
&  Planning 2014-2015.
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2010
NEWSED Com m uni ty Developm ent  Cor por at i on 
&  Santa Fe Dr ive Redevelopm ent  Cor por at i on
Celebrate Culture Civi l  Rights Award 

2010

Gi r l  Scouts of  Color ado 
Women of Distinction Award

Spi r i t  of  Tlatelol co 
Li fetime Achievement Award Award 

2012

2013

2013

Univer si t y of  Denver  
Rober t L. Hawkins Social Work Achievement Award 

Denver  Publ i c Libr ar y 
Cesar  Chavez Leadership Hall  Of Fame Award

Hispanic Cont r actor s of  Color ado 
Public Achievement Award

Youth on Recor d  
Community Rock Star  

2014

awar ds
2010

2013 | D9 staf f  at ten d i n g M ayor  M i chael  H an cock 's State of  the Ci ty. 

L to R: Coun ci l w om an  Judy M on ter o; coun ci l  ai des 

Am an da San doval , Ben jam i n  Rol dan  an d  Nol a M i guel .

Ju l y  2014  |  L to R: Coun ci l w om an  Judy M on ter o, 

n ew l y-el ected  Ci ty  Coun ci l  Pr esi den t  Pr o-Tem , w i th  

n ew l y-el ected  Coun ci l  Pr esi den t  Chr i s H er n don  an d  

for m er  Coun ci l  Pr esi den t  M ar y Beth  Susm an . 

Cour tsey: Amanda Schoultz
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Spring 2015

Hello District 9 Resident,

Driven by my desire to give back to our community, I have worked compassionately, diligently and 
methodically for my constituents as your elected City Council representative for District 9 since 2003. 
As a proud Latina, I have stood by some of the most vulnerable communities in Denver with the core 
values of social equity, cultural relevancy and environmental justice. 

Working side by side with other City Council representatives and four Mayoral administrations 
(Hancock, Vidal, Hickenlooper and Webb), I have supported multi-use neighborhoods home to 
residents with diverse economic backgrounds. I embraced new transit-oriented development to better 
link the neighborhoods and cultivated long-lasting and crucial public/private partnerships.

It has been my honor to serve you these last 12 years. As I approach my term ending on July 20, 2015, 
I wanted to document some of the completed projects for your neighborhood and the work that still 
needs to be done when I am no longer your representative.

I want to thank you not only for our journey together, but also for taking time to read your 
neighborhood newsletter.

My staff and I celebrate the opportunity of being part of this adventure. We take pride that our hard 
work has improved our neighborhoods and we care deeply to leave a blueprint for our successors.

Thank you for the honor of electing me for three terms and be assured I will be working hard for you 
through July 20.

Sincerely,

Councilwoman Judy H. Montero, District 9
Denver City Council President Pro-Tem

CITY COUNCIL

Councilwoman Judy H. Montero
Denver City Council President Pro-Tem

City and County of Denver
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