
When I was elected in 2003 I gathered residents 
from throughout Distr ict 9 in Denver  and asked 
them what they wanted and needed for  their  
neighborhoods. The ?Mi Casa Es Su Casa? 
caucus (my house is your  house) r esulted in 
hundreds of yel low  sticky notes pasted on the 
large distr ict map.

I consider  Distr ict 9 the hear t of the ci ty, and i t?s 
been my home for  most of my l i fe. The distr ict?s 
ar ter ies ? the neighborhoods ? not only have 
vast cultural diver si ty but vast economic 
diver si ty. Distr ict 9 is home to r esidents who 
l ive in high-end lofts, public housing and 
homeless shelter s. 

I  always viewed diver si ty as a source of pr ide 
that should be embraced and maintained. 
People of al l  cultural and economic means should be able to l ive together  in harmony. With that goal 
in mind, I  got to work on the largest ?to-do? l ist of my poli tical career  that spanned three terms. 

This newsletter  detai ls the projects that were checked off  that l ist dur ing my 12 years in off ice.  I t 
r ef lects my accountabi l i ty to the Union Station, LoDo, Ballpark and Central Platte Valley r esidents and 
includes the work that sti l l  needs to be accomplished by my successors.

The hundreds of sticky notes felt over whelming at f i r st but I  had some amazing mentor s who 
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-  Counci lwom an Monter o had a 98 
per cent  at tendance r ecor d dur ing her  
12-year  ter m . She at tended 573 Monday 
n ight  Counci l  m eet ings out  of  586 total  
m eet ings. 

QUICK FACTS: -  Counci lwom an Monter o chai r ed thr ee di f fer ent  
Counci l  Com m i t tees dur ing her  12-year  ter m : 
Tr ansi t -Or iented Planning 2004-2005, FasTr acks 
2005-2010, and the Nat ional  Wester n Stock  Show 
2011-2014.

-  Counci lwom an Judy Monter o was elected Denver  
Ci t y Counci l  Pr esident  Pr o-Tem  on Ju ly 21, 2014.

2011 Fam i l y  photo | L to R: For m er  state r epr esen tat i ve (H D 5) an d  husban d  

Nol ber t  D. Chavez, daughter  H ope an d  Coun ci l w om an  M on ter o.



prepared me to meet 
the challenge. 

I  was pr ivi leged to 
know  Sal Carpio, the 
distr ict?s f i r st Latino 

counci lman who 
ser ved from 1975 to 

1987. I  met Sal?s aide, 
Debbie Or tega, and helped her  get elected 
in 1987. Debbie ser ved the distr ict unti l  
2003 and I worked as her  aide unti l  1997. 

Mayor  Well ington Webb appointed me in 
1997 as the Public Information Off icer  for  
the Parks and Recreation Depar tment and 
to ser ve as a counci l  l iaison. 

My previous work w ith the Chicano 
Education Project and Denver  Employment 
Training Organization in the 1970s and 1980s 
al lowed me to meet future Mayor  Feder ico Pena 
and poli tical activists Paul Sandoval and Rich 
Castro.

These strong individuals taught me to never  back 
dow n and to seek ways to f ind solutions. When I 
was told a problem couldn't be r esolved, I  
r emembered those lessons from my mentor s and 
didn't accept no for  an answer.

In 2012, I  fought a good f ight to keep the 
character  of Distr ict 9 in tact when 

the ci ty faced redistr icting. 
Ever y 10 years, the ci ty must 
r edraw  i ts distr ict 
boundar ies based on the 
U.S. Census data. The goal 
is to have approximately 

54,560 residents in each of 
the ci ty?s 11 distr icts.

The counci l  distr icts needed to be r edraw n 
because the neighborhoods in the far  nor theast 
corner  of the ci ty grew  more than other  par ts of 
the ci ty. 

My argument was that combining neighborhoods 
w ith other  distr icts would impact histor ic 
r epresentation and for  the f i r st time in 40 years 
there would not be a Latino r epresentative for  
Distr ict 9 ? despite the large Latino population.

We debated the issue and had public meetings 
but the major i ty of the counci l  voted for  new  
boundar ies. That means Union Station, LoDo, 
Ballpark and Central Platte Valley w i l l  r emain in 
the new  Distr ict 9 after  the May 2015 municipal 
election. 

The new  Distr ict 9 also includes neighborhoods 
histor ical ly in Distr ict 8: Five Points, Cole, Clayton, 
Whittier, Skyland, City Park and City Park West.

No matter  who is elected on the counci l , the best 
advocates for  Union Station, LoDo, Ballpark and 
Central Platte Valley are the neighbors. 

I  tr ust these residents w i l l  continue to keep watch 
and protect the interests of this unique area of 
Denver.

a 
good 
f ight  

t he 
power   of  
ment or s

40 year s of  el ected  Lat i n o l eader sh i p  i n  Di st r i ct  9  | L to R: Judy M on ter o 
(2003-2015), Sal  Car p i o (1975-1987) an d  Debbi e Or tega (1987-2003).
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Municipal  Cal endar
July 20may 5

Municipal  Gener al  Elect i on Day
-Polls open at 7 a.m., close at 7 p.m. 
24-Hour  Ballot Drop Boxes close at 7 p.m.

Inaugur al  Swear ing i n  Cer em ony of  
Denver  Elected Of f i ci al s
Mayor, Ci ty counci lmembers, Clerk & Recorder  and Auditor

COUNCIL DISTRICT  9  MAPS  

CURRENT  D9  MAP

FUTURE  D9  MAP
EFFECTIVE  MAY 5, 2015

Ever y 10 year s, the ci t y 
m ust  r edr aw  i t s di st r i ct  
boundar ies based on the 

U.S. Census data. The goal  
i s to have appr ox im ately 

54,560 r esidents i n  each of  
the ci t y?s 11 di st r i ct s.
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We worked for  years to attr act a ful l-ser vice grocer y store at 20th 
and Chestnut str eets and f inal ly found funding in 2013 for  a 
public-pr ivate par tner ship. We also worked w ith Denver  Public 
Schools to get a new  school dow ntow n. We helped neighbors r aise 
money for  a new  playground that later  was decorated w ith ar twork 
instal led by the Parks and Recreation Depar tment.  My off ice also 
forged a par tner ship w ith developer  East West Par tner s, the Parks 
and Recreation Depar tment and the Rai lyard volunteer  group to 
secure land for  the Rai lyard Dog Park.

-  Hist or ic  Union  Stat ion  
Redevel opment   

as  Tr anspor tat ion Hub  -
I  ser ved on the 100-member  ci tizens? advisor y 
counci l  and the 13-member  Denver  Union 
Station Project Author i ty Board that oversaw  the 
$500 mi l l ion r edevelopment of the 19-acre si te at 
the depot. I  took a leadership role on City Counci l  
approving near ly 20 off icial actions to advance 
and suppor t the planning, f inancing and 
redevelopment of Union Station and i ts 
sur roundings. That work included: In 2001, 
creating a funding mechanism for  RTD to 
purchase Union Station; a master  plan and environmental impact statement; addressing public comments 
pr ior  to counci l  approval of a master  plan for  the multi -modal tr anspor tation hub, tr ansi t mixed-use zoning 
and landmark designation for  the depot; Union Station Neighborhood Company selected as the master  
developer ; a master  plan supplement w ith more complete design concepts and public spaces after  public 
comments; the creation by the counci l  of the Denver  Union Station Project Author i ty and the Denver  
Dow ntow n Development Author i ty; counci l  approval of f ive metropoli tan distr icts as taxing and f inancing 
enti ties, which also was approved by voter s in 2008; a special r evenue fund for  the project; and the ci ty?s 
purchase of the RTD Market Str eet Station to f inance and relocate the r egional bus faci l i ty to Union Station.

-  LODO  Gr ocer y  St or e,  School ,  
Pl aygr ound  and  Of f - Leash  Dog Par k  -

-  FasTr acks  Stat ions  -

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
2003 -  2015

Voter s approved a multi -bi l l ion dollar  FasTracks ini tiative in 2004 that 
f inanced 122 mi les of new  commuter  r ai l  and 18 mi les of bus tr ansi t, in 
addition to 57 new  tr ansi t stations throughout the Regional Transpor tation 
Distr ict (RTD). I  knew  that str ategical ly placing each new  commuter  r ai l  
station in the Distr ict 9 neighborhoods not only gave residents better  
tr anspor tation access but also would help spur  business r edevelopment. 
Additionally, the new  stations presented the oppor tuni ty and the need for  
new  master  plans for  each neighborhood, which include upgrades in public 
housing and a push for  affordable housing. I  became the chair  of the 
Transpor tation Or iented Development (TOD) committee that would oversee 
Denver?s por tion of the commuter  r ai l  expansion.

2002 | Judy pr i or  to her  f i r st  ter m  as coun ci l w om an . Du r i n g her  cam pai gn  

she p l edged  her  com m i tm en t  to the r edevel opm en t  of  Den ver  Un i on  Stat i on .
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?Councilwoman Montero?s 
deep roots in the Denver 
community fill our hearts so 
big with pride, and we are 
all taller in spirit and finer 
in action because of her 
commitment to District 9, 
the city of Denver and state 
of Colorado."

 - For m er  Counci lwom an 
Elbr a Wedgewor th, 
Denver  Union Stat i on 
Pr oject  Author i t y Boar d 
of  Di r ector s

RECOLLECTION
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ot her  
accompl ishment s

-  Bal l par k  Cl eanup  -
We joined more than 100 volunteers in cleaning up str eets, al leys, and 
gutter s to help beauti fy the neighborhood.

-  16t h  St r eet   Mal l   Impr ovement s  -
Worked w ith the Dow ntow n Denver  
Par tner ship and counci l  for  the 16th Street Mall  
extension to the r edeveloped Union Station.

-  Light ing  St udy  -
We walked the area, including al leys, w i th 
pol ice, public works and Xcel off icials to see 
where LED l ighting could help r educe cr ime 
and improve public safety.

-  Denver   Ur ban  Gar den  -
Worked w ith homeless shelter  provider s and 
ci ty off icials to r edevelop an open space, know n 
as Eddie Maestas Park and Tr iangle Park, and 
tr adi tionally used as a gather ing spot for  the 
homeless. The area was tr ansformed into an 
invi ting urban garden.

-  Incr eased  Pol ice  Funding  -
Worked w ith Mayor  Michael Hancock and my 
col leagues on City Counci l  to use supplemental 
funding for  Denver  Police Distr ict 6 to increase 
patrols on the 16th Street Mall , LoDo and the 
BallPark neighborhoods.

-  St r eet ,  
Par king  and  

Tr af f ic  -
Worked w ith ci ty 
off icials to ensure 
the area has 
adequate plans in 
place to address 
str eet, parking 
and tr aff ic issues.

-  Lawr ence St r eet  Communit y Cent er  /  
INdoor   Cour t  Yar d  -

Worked w ith Mayor  Hancock and my col leagues on City Counci l  to al low  
the Denver  Rescue Mission to provide an indoor  cour tyard w ith access to 
r estrooms, showers and fr esh water. The cour tyard also provides an area 
for  the homeless to safely congregate dur ing the day. 

Oct . 2014 | Bal l par k  n ei ghbor hood  cl ean up w i th  Coun ci l w om an  M on ter o an d  vol un teer s.

2009 | Coun ci l w om an  M on ter o spon sor ed  the or d i n an ce pr eser v i n g 

the v i ew  p l an e of  the Rock y M oun tai n s f r om  Coor s Fi el d .

-  Coor s  Fiel d  View  Pl ane  Or dinance  -

I  sponsored the ordinance that prohibi ts new  high-r ise 
bui ldings that would block the view  plane of the Rocky 
Mountains from Coors Field. Neighborhoods strongly 
suppor ted this effor t and counci l  approved keeping 
new  bui ldings at heights that won?t block the majestic 
view  of the mountains from the seats in the ball  park.
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-  Homel ess  Popul at ion  -
Work w ith ci ty, shelter s and police 
to address the needs of the 
homeless and neighborhood.

-  Ar apahoe  Squar e  Zoning  and  Design  -
My off ice, along w ith Counci l  Distr ict 8, worked w ith 
Community Planning and Development to form a technical 
task for ce to guide the development of new  zoning for  
Arapahoe Square, located just nor th of dow ntow n Denver. The 
task for ce includes r esidents, business ow ners, land ow ners, 
developers, design professionals and other  stakeholders that 
r epresent Arapahoe Square and i ts immediate sur roundings. 
The Nor theast Dow ntow n Neighborhoods Plan, adopted by the 
counci l  in 2011, r ecommends creating new  form-based zoning 
for  Arapahoe Square in order  to create a densely populated, 
vibrant mixed-use distr ict.

-  Br oadway  Impr ovement s  -
Address needs for  better  
pedestr ian and bicycle access and 
police patrols along this major  
ar ter ial.

-  Night l if e  Saf et y  -
Work w ith pol ice, neighbors and 
business ow ners to address noise 
and safety issues around nightl i fe 
activi ties.

ONGOING  &  FUTURE  PROJECTS

Address parking issues in the 
grow ing neighborhoods.

?I?ve always found Judy 
accessible and easy to engage 
on any issue that related to 
either her district or the city 
at large. Council can be a 
demanding environment, and 
requires quite a lot of time 
and attention.?

-Jer r y Gl i ck
Vice Chai r m an 
Denver  Union Stat i on 
Pr oject  Author i t y

-  par king  management   -
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Apr i l  2013 | Coun ci l w om an  
M on ter o pai n ts a pu r p l e st r i p  on  
Bl ak e St r eet  i n  pr epar at i on  of  the 
Col or ado Rock i es' open i n g day.

-  Conf l uence  Par k  Impr ovement s  -
Rehabi l i tation of r amps in Shoemaker  Plaza for  better  
handicap accessibi l i ty, safety improvements along the tr ai ls 
and better  access for  the South Platte River.
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Ju l y 2014  |  L to R: Coun ci l w om an  Judy M on ter o, 

n ew l y-el ected  Ci ty  Coun ci l  Pr esi den t  Pr o-Tem , w i th  

n ew l y-el ected  Coun ci l  Pr esi den t  Chr i s H er n don  an d  

for m er  Coun ci l  Pr esi den t  M ar y Beth  Susm an . 

Ju l y 2011 | L to R: Coun ci l w om an  Judy M on ter o, at  the sw ear i n g 

i n  for  her  cu r r en t  ter m , w i th  Coun ci l m an  Al bus Br ook s an d  

Judge Rober t  H yat t .

-  Counci lwom an Monter o ser ved under  seven 
di f fer ent  Counci l  Pr esidents dur ing her  12-year  ter m : 
Elbr a Wedgewor th, Rosem ar y Rodr iguez, Michael  
Hancock , Jeanne Robb, Chr i s Nevi t t , Mar y Beth 
Susm an and cur r ent  Pr esident  Chr i stopher  Her ndon. 

MORE  FACTS:
-  Counci lwom an Monter o was v i ce chai r  of  
si x  di f fer ent  Counci l  Com m i t tees dur ing her  
12-year  ter m : Bluepr int  Denver  2004-2005, 
Youth &  Com m uni ty Ser v i ces 2005-2006, 
Publ i c Am eni t i es 2006-2007, Neighbor hood, 
Com m uni ty &  Business Revi tal i zat i on 
2008-2009, Land Use, Tr anspor tat i on &  
In f r ast r uctur e 2010-2014 and Neighbor hoods 
&  Planning 2014-2015.
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2010
NEWSED Com m uni ty Developm ent  Cor por at i on 
&  Santa Fe Dr ive Redevelopm ent  Cor por at i on
Celebrate Culture Civi l  Rights Award 

2010

Gi r l  Scouts of  Color ado 
Women of Distinction Award

Spi r i t  of  Tlatelol co 
Li fetime Achievement Award Award 

2012

2013

2013

Univer si t y of  Denver  
Rober t L. Hawkins Social Work Achievement Award 

Denver  Publ i c Libr ar y 
Cesar  Chavez Leadership Hall  Of Fame Award

Hispanic Cont r actor s of  Color ado 
Public Achievement Award

Youth on Recor d  
Community Rock Star  

2014

awar ds
2010

2014 | D9 staf f  at ten d i n g Den ver  Un i on  Stat i on 's open i n g day.

L to R: Coun ci l  ai des Am an da San doval , Ben jam i n  Rol dan , 

Coun ci l w om an  Judy M on ter o an d  ai de Nol a M i guel .

Cour tsey: Amanda Schoultz
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Spring 2015

Hello District 9 Resident,

Driven by my desire to give back to our community, I have worked compassionately, diligently and 
methodically for my constituents as your elected City Council representative for District 9 since 2003. 
As a proud Latina, I have stood by some of the most vulnerable communities in Denver with the core 
values of social equity, cultural relevancy and environmental justice. 

Working side by side with other City Council representatives and four Mayoral administrations 
(Hancock, Vidal, Hickenlooper and Webb), I have supported multi-use neighborhoods home to 
residents with diverse economic backgrounds. I embraced new transit-oriented development to better 
link the neighborhoods and cultivated long-lasting and crucial public/private partnerships.

It has been my honor to serve you these last 12 years. As I approach my term ending on July 20, 2015, 
I wanted to document some of the completed projects for your neighborhood and the work that still 
needs to be done when I am no longer your representative.

I want to thank you not only for our journey together, but also for taking time to read your 
neighborhood newsletter.

My staff and I celebrate the opportunity of being part of this adventure. We take pride that our hard 
work has improved our neighborhoods and we care deeply to leave a blueprint for our successors.

Thank you for the honor of electing me for three terms and be assured I will be working hard for you 
through July 20.

Sincerely,

Councilwoman Judy H. Montero, District 9
Denver City Council President Pro-Tem

CITY COUNCIL

Councilwoman Judy H. Montero
Denver City Council President Pro-Tem

City and County of Denver
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